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WASHINGTON, Jan. 2— The 
Jusfjce Department is now mid- 
• va > through what will almost 
certainly its final investiga- 
tion into ihe assassination of 
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in the murder than they were reacbe< l three years earli 
the moment James Earl Ray second -time, the 
pleaded guilty to the crime. 

The current inquiry, conduct- 
ed jointly by the department’s 
Criminal and Civil Rights divi- 
sions, wa* ordered by Attorney 
General Edward H. Levi last 
month after disclosures by the 
Senate Select Committee on In- 
telligence that Dr King had 
been the target of a decade- 
long surveillance effort by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
that developed into an attempt 
to harass and discredit the 
black civil rights leader. 

This is not the first time that 
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many of whom have enter- 
tained doubts that Mr. Ray was 
alone responsible for the April 
4. 1968, assassination, have 

gone back over the evidence in 
ii search Tor missed cities 
In 1971, according to one 
official, the Civil Rights Divi- 
sion. which has had primary 
responsibility for investigating 
the King killing almoat from 
the moment it occurred, re- 
read the voluminous record of 
the F.B.I/s initial investigation 
“to determine if there were 
any questions unanswered that 
would merit reopening” a full- 
scale inquiry. * 

The lawyers examined the 
contents of 13 packing crates 
of investigative jmateriaJs and 
did some detective work of 
their own. interviewing some 
of the witnesses and othefs 
connected with the murder 
whose stories they thought 
'raised questions. 

‘Number of Questions' 

i One of the Justice Department 
officials involved in that effort 
i said recently that the 
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lamination had produced M a 
good number of unanswered 
questions” about the assassina- 
tion, but another lawyer charac- 
terized them as “nothing that 
kept me awake at night/' 

The King investigation was 
not reopened then, although 
unsuccessful efforts were made 
to bring Mr. Ray before a Fed- 
eral gr.md jury to document hisj 
private assertions that he had 1 
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yesterday. 
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slaying, says the remaining tined to repeat the conclusion 
^0 percent of those respond- that there is no hard evidence 
mg to theJTBS query thought [of a conspiracy. 

The only hope that any light 
at all will be shed on the ad- 


that Mr. Rav “was aolely re- 
sponsible” for the assassina- 
tion at a Memphis motel in 
April 1968. 

Leslie Midgely, executive 
producer of the program, 
which was to be shown last 
night, said in an interview 
that 365 persons of voting 
age had been reached by 
telephone for the survey. 
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mittedly perplexing questions 
that still surround the King as 
sassination hinges on Mr. Ray's 
current appeal for a new trial'. 

If Mr. Ray does possess 
knowledge that he has con- 
cealed for seven years, some of 
it may seep out in his efforts 
to prove his innocence. But 
even so, it will not be byi 
design. l 

Mr. Ray, one of his lawyers 
said recently, has no interest 
in helping to “solve” the case, 
if indeed it has not already 
been solved. All he wants is an* 




acquittal. 


